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Namibia: The driest Country in Sub-Sahel Africa
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Water Balance of Namibia
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maps by SFB 389 „ACACIA“, Sub-Projekt E1, 

University Cologne, Atlas of Namibia (2002)
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Problem Fields and Conflicts
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� dependency on transboundary and

interbasinal water transfer

� population density and urbanisation

� climate variability and extremes

� wastewater treatment inefficient

� conflicting water uses

� land degradation

� coexistence of traditional and modern

institutions

� increasing requirements and challenges

for the management of natural resources



objective:

CuveWaters Project: The Approach
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Central Northern Namibia: Sites for Pilot Plants
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sanitation & reuse

groundwater desalination

rainwater harvesting

subsurface storage

?



3R/Retention – Rainwater Harvesting: Catchments
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3 different kinds of catchments were built 2009 to 2010

ground catchment

roof catchment with 

plastic tank

roof catchment with 

ferrocement tank



3R/Retention – Rainwater Harvesting: Numbers, Data, Facts
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� 9 homesteads supplied by rainwater

� 1.350 m² new irrigated gardening 

area

� 5 trained technicians for the 

construction of rainwater tanks

� 10 trained construction assistents



3R/Recharge – Subsurface Water Storage
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3R/Reuse – Sanitation & Reuse: Urban Sites in Outapi
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3R/Reuse – Sanitation & Reuse: Synergies
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� Town council and community are capable to take over the 

installations at the end of the pilot phase
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Thank you for your attention!

More information:

www.cuvewaters.net

www.isoe.de
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